
A Course of Love Chapter 11 & Chapter 12 
 

Chapter 11 Free Will and Willingness 
What we truly desire cannot be given from anywhere but our Source, and all true learning comes from 

our Source. (11.1) We think our source and our Creator are two separate things, and seldom even 

remember that we are not our own creator. This confusion leads to making “life a re-creation of yourself 

and in so doing try[ing] to prove that “you” are your own source.” (11.2) Thus we feel a lack when we 

begin a new learning process, and strive to attain what we think is missing from us. This striving puts us 

“at risk of trying too hard to be earnest rather than simply desiring to learn.” (11.3) 

The exercises within the course are limited to help limit this risk. “Each exercise is but an idea, and ideas 

leave not their source. All ideas here are but ideas of union come to replace ideas of separation. This will 

happen of its own accord without your understanding as long as you remain willing for the ideas to 

dwell within you, and you do not try to shut them out…To feel you have achieved success in learning 

what love is all about is as ridiculous as feeling as if you have failed to learn what love is. Neither can 

happen. And your perception that either can will shut out all ideas of union.” (11.4) Love cannot be 

taught, and remember our task is to remove the barriers that keep us from realizing what love is.  (11.5) 

Willingness and faith go together. “This Course asks for your willingness to have faith in something 

new.” (11.6) You can only be faithful to one thought system, that of separation or that of union. 

“Willingness does not arise from conviction but brings conviction. Willingness is your declaration of 

openness, not necessarily of firm belief.” (11.7) 

We have greatly confused free will and willingness, while guarding our free will most closely because we 

know this is what made the separation. We remain confused if we accept we were banished from 

paradise rather than accepting it was our choice. This confusion is deeply rooted in viewing our selves as 

a body, with an idea of a vengeful or judgmental God, thus a God we have little faith in. (11.9) “And so 

you give God a little faith and cherish your free will, the true god of the separated self…No matter what 

God wants of you, you can use your free will to rebel and to make your own choices, choices different 

than those your Creator would make for you. This right to make your own decisions, and the power to 

flaunt them before God, is all that makes your little separated self feel powerful at all.” (11.10) 

“Your willingness to make a new choice is what will once again make your free will like unto your 

Father’s will, which is one with it in truth.” (11.12) “Your protectiveness of your free will is why we must 

separate willingness from your perception of free will.” (11.13). “God will never wrestle your free will 

from you, or fight battles to win it for Himself…willingness does not negate free will…Your temporary 

willingness will be enough to begin to effect cause and in so doing bring some sanity to your restless 

mind and heart.” (11.14) The willingness we are asked to give: “to change your mind, or to allow 

yourself to be open to new possibilities. It can be called a change of heart” (11.15) This willingness 

allows your call to be sounded, your call to love and to be loved. “It is a willingness to receive love from 

your Source and to be loved for who you are.” (11.15) 

“This is a call that requires you to do nothing but to remain faithful to it. You do not need to think about 

it, but only let it be. You need put no words on it, for words cannot express it any more than words can 

teach you what love is- or that love is. You need not concentrate on where to find love, for love will find 

you. You need not concentrate on giving love, for you cannot give what you do not yet know, and when 

you know it you need not give it, for it will extend naturally in miracles called love.” (11.17) “In having 

chosen separation over unity, you but chose fear over love. When you let go of fear and invite unity to 

return, you but send out an invitation to love and say you are welcome here.” (11.18) 



Chapter 12 Origin of Separation 
We are told we feel a ‘little duped’ by the idea that love is the answer, and quickly turn to cynicism and 

to believing that we have already tried and failed. (12.1-3) 

“The only meaning possible for your free will is your choice of what to join with and your choice of what 

to leave outside of yourself.” (12.4) We are looking for rest, and quiet joy, safety and security of a loving 

home. “There is part of you that thinks ‘If I could just be sure…’ and stops there, for you are not even 

sure of what it is you seek assurance. And yet you know what tires you most is your inability to be 

certain of anything.” (12.5) “God’s will for you is perfect happiness, and of this you can be certain.” 

(12.6) 

“Uncertainty of any kind is doubt about yourself. This is why this Course aims to establish your identity, 

for from it all the rest will come. As such, this Course seems to ask for change at every level, and yet 

from one change alone will all others follow- and through no effort on your part at all.” (12.8) “Your Self 

rests totally unchanged within the Christ in you. Re-establishing your relationship with your brothers 

and sisters is what will show your Self to you.” (12.9)  

The one disjoining that your choice for separation brought about is but a separation from your Self. A 

contradiction appears within the world you see and the life you live. “Although it is impossible for 

something to have gone wrong in God’s creation, something has gone wrong!” (12.10) “All of creation 

seems to hum along in perfect harmony…but for, perhaps, the mark of man upon it….Somewhere you 

know not, peace remains peace despite your wars, and happiness remains happiness despite your 

despair.” (12.11) 

“But one was needed to end all the separation…of his own free will, join his will with his Father’s for it to 

be done for all. This is all correction or atonement means, and all that is in need of your acceptance. Join 

your brother who made this choice for all, and you are reunited with the Christ in you.” (12.14)  

Joined minds cannot think separately and have no hidden thoughts. They are in fact not minds in the 

plural at all, but all one-mind. (12.15) “These words Father, Son and Holy Spirit, like the word love, are 

but symbols representing ideas that represent what is…While words, as symbols, cannot fully explain 

what cannot be symbolized, a beginning is made that must be completed through the memories of your 

heart.” (12.16) “As near as words can describe the separation, this is what occurred: An idea of 

separation entered the mind of God’s son. Like any idea of yours, this idea did not leave its Source nor 

change the essence of its Source in any way.” (12.19) “From the idea of separation came the idea of an 

external aspect of life. Before the idea of separation, there was no such thing—and there still is no such 

thing except as an extension of the original idea…Without the idea of separation, the external aspect of 

life would not exist. Just as fear is not real although it seems to be, separation is not real although it 

seems to be.” (12.20)  

“The Father did not prevent the idea of separation from taking place, and could not any more than you 

could prevent an idea from occurring to you…this idea as well has no ability to be more than what it 

was, except for as the son chose to participate in it.” (12.21) “The idea of separation changed nothing in 

reality, but became a drama acted upon a stage so real that it seemed to be reality.” (12.22) “Separation 

is painful only to those who believe it can occur in truth.” (12.23) 

“God is creation’s starting point…”(12.24) “The Son extended himself into creation, and you are that 

extension and as holy as is he. The idea of separation only seems to have made God’s son susceptible to 

division, and these word symbols are all that seem to separate Father, Son, and Holy Spirit from 

Creation or from each other.” (12.25) 

Thought of the Week 
“…a willingness to receive love from your Source and to be loved for who you are.” (11.15)   

I am willing to receive love from my Source and to be loved for who I am. 


